
Academic Dishonesty Insight 

Have you ever thought about all the potential ways students attempt to cheat while 

taking a test?  I don’t think it is a topic that frequently comes to mind.  We are all very 

focused on student engagement while providing each and every student the best 

possible academic experience.   

So, you may ask – do students still try their luck with cheating on tests?  Why yes, they 

most certainly do!  Here are two examples for you to ponder – the first is an example of 

an online webcam based proctoring occurrence. 

Let me start with a brief rundown of what happens when a student uses Examity® to 

take a test.  The student connects to the test proctor; the proctor verifies the student’s 

identity, followed by a scan of the student’s test taking location.   

To continue on, the student opts to take their test sitting on a couch laden with pillows.  

The student is using their lap to balance the computer while completing the test.  So, 

what method of cheating would you guess the student chooses to try?  There are 

numerous options; however, the student decided prior to connecting to the proctor to 

stash a sheet of notes under one of the pillows.  Needless to say, the student had to 

move the pillow to get glances at the hidden crib sheet. Of course, both the proctor and 

video catch the student.   

The second example takes place in an on-campus test center with a test proctor 

keeping a watchful eye over the testers.  This particular student has a Band-Aid on their 

finger supposedly covering a small cut; however, this very clever student is using the 

Band-Aid as a disguise for a very small crib sheet! Of course, the unwrapping and 

wrapping of the Band-Aid alerted the proctor to suspicious behavior foiling this attempt.  

    


