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• Copyright is a form of legal protection. Copyright 
protection is automatic. The international 
copyright symbol and notice does not have to be 
affixed to the work for it to be copyright 
protected. 

• Copyright Holder Rights
• The four rights afforded to copyright 

holders include:
• The right to reproduce the work
• The right to freely sell and distribute 

the reproductions
• The right to create works based on 

the original work (i.e . derivative 
works)

• The right to publically perform or 
display the work

• Do not use material because you cannot find a 
copyright holder, symbol, or statement. You require 
permissions to use a copyright-protected work, 
even if you cannot locate the copyright owner. 

• Penalty up to $250,000 for willful infringement. 
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COPYRIGHT 
DOES NOT 
PROTECT
• Titles

• Short Phrases

• Names

• Common Symbols

• List of Ingredients

• Calendars

• Facts or Theories 

• Plots, Characters, and Themes 

• Charts
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WHAT YOU 
CAN DO
• Often you can use works 

in your teaching without 
permission or fee. This 
chart from the 
As s ociation of 
R es earch L ib rarians , 
highlights some of these 
situations. 

Resource from: The Association of Research 
Librarians
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The “fair use” provision of copyright law doesn’t provide hard and fast rules to tell you whether a 
use qualifies as fair. Instead, the unique facts regarding a use lead you to a reasoned conclusion. 



THE FOUR FACTORS

Purpose and Character:

If your use is for teaching at a nonprofit educational 
institution, this a factor favoring fair use. The scale is 
further in favor of fair use if access is restricted to your 
students. 

Nature of Work

Resource: University of Chicago 6
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Is the work fact-based, published, or out-of-print? These 
factors weigh in favor of fair use. 



THE FOUR FACTORS

Amount and Portion

Using a small portion of a whole work would weigh toward 
fairness. But sometimes it may be fair to use an entire work 
(such as an image) if it is needed for your instructional 
purpose. 

Market Effect

Resource: University of Chicago 7
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A use is more likely to be fair if it does not harm the 
potential market for or value of the copyrighted work. But 
if it does, this could weigh more heavily against fair use 
than the other factors. 



Copyright Act Sections 110(1) & (2)
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THE TEACH 
ACT
“The TEACH Act is the online 
counterpart to the in-class 
teaching exception. It allows 
teachers at nonprofit 
accredited schools to perform 
or display copyrighted works in 
online learning in ways that are 
analogous to a face-to-face.”

Resource: Copyright & Creativity For Ethical Digital Citizens 9
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There are quite a few requirements, including some that need to be 
met by the educational institution rather than just the individual 
teacher.

The educational institution must have a policy on the use of 
copyrighted materials and must provide informational 
resources about copyright to staff and students. 

Resource: Copyright & Creativity For Ethical 
Digital Citizens
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There must be technological controls in place to ensure 
that only students enrolled in the class have access and to 
prevent students from downloading and distributing the 
material. 



There are quite a few requirements, including some that need to be 
met by the educational institution rather than just the individual 
teacher.

Students must be informed that the materials are protected 
by copyright. 

The use of the material must be analogous to us within a 
face-to-face classroom, with the teacher supervising the 
use – i.e., the teacher can’t be just compiling a resource 
page of materials for independent learning. 

Resource: Copyright & Creativity For Ethical 
Digital Citizens
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Materials marketed for the purpose of distance education 
(like electronic textbooks) are excluded. 



THE TEACH 
ACT DOES 
NOT ALLOW
• Exemptions do not extend to electronic 

reserves, course packs (electronic or paper) or 
interlibrary loan (ILL)

• Commercial document delivery

• Textbooks or other digital content provided 
under license from the author, publisher, 
aggregator, or other entity. 

• Conversion of material from analog to digital 
formats, except when the converted material is 
used solely for authorized transmission and 
when a  digital version of a work is unavailable 
or protected by technological measures. 

• Important to note: the TEACH Act does  not 
supers ede fair use or exis ting digital 
licens e agreements
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Public domain consists of all creative works to which no exclusive intellectual property rights apply. Creative 
materials that are not protected by intellectual property laws, such as copyright, trademark or patent laws. 



Ways in which works arrive in the public 
domain:

1

Resource: Stanford Libraries 14
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2 3

4

The copyright has expired The copyright owner failed to 
follow copyright renewal rules 

The copyright owner 
deliberately places it in the 
public domain, known as 

“dedication”

Copyright law does not 
protect this type of work 

The work isn’t fixed in a 
tangible form

The work doesn’t have 
sufficient originality
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Copyright 
Expiration
In the U.S., the copyright on a 
work expires 70 years after 
the death of its author. The 
minimum duration of copyright 
protection as set out in the 
leading copyright treaty, the 
Berne Convention, is life plus 
fifty, but many have the same 
duration as the U.S.

Resource: U.S. Copyright Office 15
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Creative Commons. (n.d.). Creative Commons licenses . reativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-
licenses/
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“Creative commons is a global nonprofit organization that enables sharing and reuse of creativity and knowledge through the 
provision of free legal tools. CC licenses are copyright licenses, and depending on the existence of copyright to work. Used by 
creators who want to make their work available to the public for limited kinds of uses while preserving their copyright.” 

https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/


Creative Commons 
Licenses 

Attribution | CC BY

Creative Commons. (n.d.). Creative Commons licenses . 
reativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses
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Attribution-ShareAlike | CC BY-SA Attribution-NonCommercial | CC BY-NC

This license lets others distribute, remix, 
adapt, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you 
for the original creation. 

This license lets others remix, adapt, and build 
upon your work even for commercial purposes, as 

long as they credit you and license their new 
creations under the identical terms. This license is 

often compared to “copyleft” free and open 
source software licenses. All new works based on 

yours will carry the same license, so any 
derivative will also allow commercial use. This is 

the license used by Wikipedia, and is 
recommended for materials that would benefits 
from incorporating content from Wikipedia and 

similarly licenses projects. 

This license lets others remix, adapt, and 
build upon you work non-commercially, and 

although their new works must also 
acknowledge you and be non-commercial, 
they don’t have to have the same license 
their derivative works on the same terms. 

2022

https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/


Creative Commons 
Licenses 

Creative Commons. (n.d.). Creative Commons licenses . 
reativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses
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Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike | 

CC BY-NC-SA

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs | 
CC BY-NC-ND

This license lets others remix, adapt, and 
build upon your work non-commercially, 
as long as they credit you and license 
their new creations under the identical 

terms. 

This license is the most restrictive of our six 
main licenses, only allowing others to 

download your works and share them with 
others as long as they credit you, but they 
can’t change them in any way or use them 

commercially. 

2022

Attribution-NoDerivs | CC BY-ND

This license lets others reuse the work for 
any purpose, including commercially; 

however, it cannot be shared with others in 
adapted form, and credit must be provided 

to you. 

https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/


Use Our 
Resources!

Copyright for E ducators 19

2022



Resource: U.S. Copyright Office
reativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-
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I n  man y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s e c u r i n g  p e rm i s s i o n  i s  t h e  mo s t  c e r t a i n  w a y  t o  
e n s u re  a n  i n t e n d e d  u s e  i s  n o t  a n  i n f r i n g emen t  o f  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  
own e r ’ s  r i g h t s .  

https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/


First Step: Research Copyright Status

Once you determine that obtaining permission to
use a copyrighted work is warranted, the first step is
to research its copyright status. Consult the location
on a work or its packaging that displays a copyright
notice (such as the copyright page of a book or the
legal notice on a website). Many works will have a
copyright notice, which helps to identify the owner of
a work.

Resource: U.S. Copyright Office 21
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For clues about whether material included in a larger work 
may belong to someone other than the owner specified in
the copyright notice, check to see if a work contains
credits or an acknowledgment.

If a work does not contain a copyright notice, or
you cannot locate the person or entity identified in
the notice, contact the author or publisher of the work,
who may control the rights or be able to refer you to
the current copyright owner.



Next Step: Contact Copyright Owner 

The educational institution must have a policy on the use of 
copyrighted materials and must provide informational 
resources about copyright to staff and students. 

Contact a copyright owner or author as far as pos-
sible in advance of when you want to use the material
specified in your permissions request. The first person
you contact may not control the rights and may have
to refer you to the correct copyright owner, or may
need time to research the extent to which permission
can be granted.

Resource: U.S. Copyright Office 22
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If a publisher published the work, direct your inquiry to 
the publisher’s rights and permissions department. 
Although many publishers grant usage rights to 
noncommercial organizations at no charge or a minimal 
charge, publishers may first have to determine whether 
they have the right to do so.



Copyright 
Permissions
Listed below are some facts that copyright owners
typically need to know to process permissions 
requests.

• Author’s, editor’s, translator’s full name(s)
• Title and other details about the work, such as 
edition or volume number, if applicable
• Exact material to be used, giving the amount or
portion(s) of the work to be used, with as much
specificity as possible

• Copyright date of the work
• Use to be made of the material
• Audience to whom the work will be distributed or
otherwise made available
• Whether or not the material is to be sold
• Name and nature of your organization (for example, 
non- or for-profit)
• Your name and contact details

Resource: U.S. Copyright Office 23

2022



RESOURCES:
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• Bellevue University Copyright Center
• Bellevue University Library Plagiarism and 

Copyright Resources
• Creative Commons
• Copyright Clearance Center
• Copyrightlaws.com
• U.S. Copyright Office 

https://libguides.bellevue.edu/copyright
https://library.bellevue.edu/services/plagiarism-and-copyright-resources/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://www.copyright.com/
https://www.copyrightlaws.com/
https://www.copyright.gov/


THANK YOU!
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If you need copyright assistance or permission request, contact 
Robin Bernstein or Sierra Whitfield, or visit the Copyright Center. 
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